Jesus as the Hero of My Story

John 9:8-14, 17-27

8 Therefore the neighbors, and those who previously saw him as a beggar, were saying, “Is not this the one who used to
sit and beg?” 9 Others were saying, “This is he,” still others were saying, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am
the one.” 10 So they were saying to him, “How then were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man who is called
Jesus made clay, and anointed my eyes, and said to me, “Go to Siloam and wash”; so I went away and washed, and |
received sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is He?” He said, “I do not know.” 13 They brought to the Pharisees the
man who was formerly blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath on the day when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes.

17 So they said to the blind man again, “What do you say about Him, since He opened your eyes?” And he said, “He is a
prophet.” 18 The Jews then did not believe it of him, that he had been blind and had received sight, until they called the
parents of the very one who had received his sight, and questioned them, saying, “Is this your son, who you say was born
blind? Then how does he now see?” 20 His parents answered them and said, “We know that this is our son, and that he
was born blind; 21 but how he now sees, we do not know; or who opened his eyes, we do not know. Ask him; he is of
age, he will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already
agreed that if anyone confessed Him to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue. 23 For this reason his parents
said, “He is of age; ask him.” 24 So a second time they called the man who had been blind, and said to him, “Give glory
to God; we know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He then answered, “Whether He is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I do
know, that though I was blind, now [ see.” 26 So they said to him, “What did He do to you? How did He open your
eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I told you already and you did not listen; why do you want to hear it again? You do not
want to become His disciples too, do you?”

1. What are some things that strike you about how and what this man shared about Jesus? How does this encourage
you, or frustrate you?

2. Okay, imagine someone has just asked you how your “eyes became open” (i.e. how did you become the way you
are? How did you figure out what life was about? How did you become so kind/giving/loving, etc.) Now write
your story! (if you need to, continue writing on the back of this paper)



Acts 22:2 And when they heard that he was addressing them in the Hebrew language,
they became even more quiet. And he said:

3“I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated at the feet
of Gamaliel according to the strict manner of the law of our fathers, being zealous for
God as all of you are this day. 41 persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering
to prison both men and women, 5 as the high priest and the whole council of elders can
bear me witness. From them I received letters to the brothers, and I journeyed toward
Damascus to take those also who were there and bring them in bonds to Jerusalem to be
punished.

6 “As I was on my way and drew near to Damascus, about noon a great light from
heaven suddenly shone around me. 7 And I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to
me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?’ 8 And I answered, ‘Who are you, Lord?’
And he said to me, ‘T am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting.” 9 Now those who
were with me saw the light but did not understand the voice of the one who was speaking
to me. *° And I said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ And the Lord said to me, ‘Rise, and go into
Damascus, and there you will be told all that is appointed for you to do.” 1* And since I
could not see because of the brightness of that light, I was led by the hand by those who
were with me, and came into Damascus.

12“And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, well spoken of by all the Jews
who lived there, 13 came to me, and standing by me said to me, ‘Brother Saul, receive your
sight.” And at that very hour I received my sight and saw him. 14 And he said, ‘The God of
our fathers appointed you to know his will, to see the Righteous One and to hear a voice
from his mouth; 15 for you will be a witness for him to everyone of what you have seen
and heard. 1 And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins,
calling on his name.’



Acts 26 So Agrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to speak for yourself.” Then Paul
stretched out his hand and made his defense:

4 “My manner of life from my youth, spent from the beginning among my own nation
and in Jerusalem, is known by all the Jews. 5They have known for a long time, if they are
willing to testify, that according to the strictest party of our religion I have lived as a
Pharisee. ® And now I stand here on trial because of my hope in the promise made by
God to our fathers, 7to which our twelve tribes hope to attain, as they earnestly worship
night and day. And for this hope I am accused by Jews, O king! 8 Why is it thought
incredible by any of you that God raises the dead?

9 “I myself was convinced that I ought to do many things in opposing the name of Jesus
of Nazareth. 1 And I did so in Jerusalem. I not only locked up many of the saints in
prison after receiving authority from the chief priests, but when they were put to death I
cast my vote against them. 1* And I punished them often in all the synagogues and tried
to make them blaspheme, and in raging fury against them I persecuted them even to
foreign cities.

12 “In this connection I journeyed to Damascus with the authority and commission of
the chief priests. 13 At midday, O king, I saw on the way a light from heaven, brighter than
the sun, that shone around me and those who journeyed with me. 14 And when we had
all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul,
why are you persecuting me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.” 15 And I said,
‘Who are you, Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘T am Jesus whom you are persecuting. 1¢ But
rise and stand upon your feet, for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you
as a servant and witness to the things in which you have seen me and to those in which I
will appear to you, 7 delivering you from your people and from the Gentiles—to whom I
am sending you 8 to open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and
from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place
among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’



