
Meeting	People	Where	They	Are	
	

John	1:35-42	
35		Again	the	next	day	John	was	standing	with	two	of	his	disciples,		36		and	he	looked	at	Jesus	as	He	walked,	and	said,	
“Behold,	the	Lamb	of	God!”	37		The	two	disciples	heard	him	speak,	and	they	followed	Jesus.	38		And	Jesus	turned	and	
saw	them	following,	and	said	to	them,	“What	do	you	seek?”		They	said	to	Him,	“Rabbi	(which	translated	means	Teacher),	
where	are	You	staying?”	39		He	said	to	them,	“Come,	and	you	will	see.”		So	they	came	and	saw	where	He	was	staying;	
and	they	stayed	with	Him	that	day,	for	it	was	about	the	tenth	hour.	40		One	of	the	two	who	heard	John	speak	and	
followed	Him,	was	Andrew,	Simon	Peter’s	brother.	41		He	found	first	his	own	brother	Simon	and	said	to	him,	“We	have	
found	the	Messiah”	(which	translated	means	Christ).	42		He	brought	him	to	Jesus.		Jesus	looked	at	him	and	said,	“You	
are	Simon	the	son	of	John;	you	shall	be	called	Cephas”	(which	is	translated	Peter).	
	
	

1. What	did	John	tell	His	Disciples	Jesus	was?	
	

2. What	did	Andrew	tell	Peter	Jesus	was?	
	

3. Why	do	you	think	Andrew	told	Peter	Jesus	was	something	different	than	what	John	told	him?	
	

	
	
	

	
Acts	17:22-31	
22		So	Paul	stood	in	the	midst	of	the	Areopagus	and	said,	“Men	of	Athens,	I	observe	that	you	are	very	religious	in	all	
respects.	23		For	while	I	was	passing	through	and	examining	the	objects	of	your	worship,	I	also	found	an	altar	with	this	
inscription,	“TO	AN	UNKNOWN	GOD.”		Therefore	what	you	worship	in	ignorance,	this	I	proclaim	to	you.	24		The	God	who	
made	the	world	and	all	things	in	it,	since	He	is	Lord	of	heaven	and	earth,	does	not	dwell	in	temples	made	with	hands;	25		
nor	is	He	served	by	human	hands,	as	though	He	needed	anything,	since	He	Himself	gives	to	all	people	life	and	breath	and	
all	things;	26		and	He	made	from	one	man	every	nation	of	mankind	to	live	on	all	the	face	of	the	earth,	having	determined	
their	appointed	times	and	the	boundaries	of	their	habitation,	27		that	they	would	seek	God,	if	perhaps	they	might	grope	
for	Him	and	find	Him,	though	He	is	not	far	from	each	one	of	us;	28		for	in	Him	we	live	and	move	and	exist,	as	even	some	
of	your	poets	have	said,	“For	we	also	are	His	children.”	29		Being	then	the	children	of	God,	we	ought	not	to	think	that	
the	Divine	Nature	is	like	gold	or	silver	or	stone,	an	image	formed	by	the	art	and	thought	of	man.	30		Therefore	having	
overlooked	the	times	of	ignorance,	God	is	now	declaring	to	men	that	all	people	everywhere	should	repent,	31		because	
He	has	fixed	a	day	in	which	He	will	judge	the	world	in	righteousness	through	a	Man	whom	He	has	appointed,	having	
furnished	proof	to	all	men	by	raising	Him	from	the	dead.”	
	
	

1. How	did	Paul	meet	these	people	where	they	were?		How	did	he	relate	the	message	of	Jesus	to	their	culture?	
	
	
	

2. What	are	some	distinctions	or	aspects	of	our	American	Culture	that	would	be	helpful	for	us	to	keep	in	mind	as	
we	share	the	message	of	Jesus?	(i.e.	people	value	freedom…)		How	can	we	relate	the	message	of	Jesus	to	our	
culture?	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Meeting	People	Where	They	Are	
(Jesus	is	the	Hero	of	Their	Story	Too)	

	
John	4:4-15	
4		And	He	had	to	pass	through	Samaria.	5		So	He	came	to	a	city	of	Samaria	called	Sychar,	near	the	parcel	of	ground	that	
Jacob	gave	to	his	son	Joseph;	6		and	Jacob’s	well	was	there.		So	Jesus,	being	wearied	from	His	journey,	was	sitting	thus	
by	the	well.		It	was	about	the	sixth	hour.	7		There	came	a	woman	of	Samaria	to	draw	water.		Jesus	said	to	her,	“Give	Me	
a	drink.”	8		For	His	disciples	had	gone	away	into	the	city	to	buy	food.	9		Therefore	the	Samaritan	woman	said	to	Him,	
“How	is	it	that	You,	being	a	Jew,	ask	me	for	a	drink	since	I	am	a	Samaritan	woman?”	(For	Jews	have	no	dealings	with	
Samaritans.)	10		Jesus	answered	and	said	to	her,	“If	you	knew	the	gift	of	God,	and	who	it	is	who	says	to	you,	“Give	Me	a	
drink,”	you	would	have	asked	Him,	and	He	would	have	given	you	living	water.”	11		She	said	to	Him,	“Sir,	You	have	
nothing	to	draw	with	and	the	well	is	deep;	where	then	do	You	get	that	living	water?	12		“You	are	not	greater	than	our	
father	Jacob,	are	You,	who	gave	us	the	well,	and	drank	of	it	himself	and	his	sons	and	his	cattle?”	13		Jesus	answered	and	
said	to	her,	“Everyone	who	drinks	of	this	water	will	thirst	again;	14		but	whoever	drinks	of	the	water	that	I	will	give	him	
shall	never	thirst;	but	the	water	that	I	will	give	him	will	become	in	him	a	well	of	water	springing	up	to	eternal	life.”	15		
The	woman	said	to	Him,	“Sir,	give	me	this	water,	so	I	will	not	be	thirsty	nor	come	all	the	way	here	to	draw.”		
	
	

1. What	did	Jesus	relate	himself	to	for	this	woman?		Why?	
	
	
	

2. Let’s	get	creative.		How	could	you	have	a	discussion	about	Jesus	with	someone	who	is	all	about:	
	

Money?	
	
Family?	
	
Finding	that	perfect	relationship	(needing	to	be	loved)?	
	
Being	accepted	(popularity,	fame,	etc.)?	
	
Being	successful	or	powerful?	

	
	

3. This	week,	list	here	some	things	about	the	culture	(background,	beliefs)	of	specific	people	in	your	life	(where	you	
live,	work,	learn,	play)	and	how	you	could	creatively	relate	the	truth	of	Jesus	to	those	things.	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
 


